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Logging in

From the home page, move your mouse over the “My Account” button and choose “Login” from the drop-down menu
that appears.
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Accessing Spidell CPE

If you purchased a self-study course, you can access it in the “Quick Links” category at the bottom of the home page:
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Using the Online Research Package

After logging in, move your mouse over the “Research” menu item and you’ll see a list of all sections of the Research
Corner.
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You can navigate to lower subsections by clicking the + button.

Menu: Research Corner » Analysis and Explanation of California Taxes
S : Analysis and Explanation of California  Spidells Quarterly Tax Update
_Califomia Taxletter _ Taxes Webinars
Analysis .3"":' + Important Law Changes in 2013 Kick off each quarter with a tax recap
Explasaon ol + Part 1: California Taxes and 2013 Information delivered straight o you. Dontwait al
il bt O’at‘t 2: Income and Franchise Tax year to get ready for tax season —
Elder Client Planner + Chapter 1: Taxable Income Elements Spidell has the solution. Spend just
Special Reports + Chapter 2: Personal Tax two hours with us each quarter to stay
i i i C)Zhapter 3: Corporations current on tax changes that will affect
AL L EE o + 23-000 Corporations in general you and your clients. 3ign up today
FTB Interest Rates + 423-100 Forming a California corporation with a special introductory offer on all
State Tax Directory O(|23,200 Minimum franchise tax four of our topic-driven webinars.
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+ 423-300 Corporate Statement of Information
Selected Court Cases +23-400 Electing § corporation status
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Estate Tax + 423-800 Liquidation and dissolution
EDD + Chapter 4: Partnerships, LLCs, and LLPs

+ Chapter 5: Credits

+ Chapter 6: AMT and Other Taxes

+ Chapter 7: Periods, Methods, and Inventories

+ Chapter 8: Administration

+ Chapter 9: Information Returns and Withholding at Source



When you click on the link to view any item, you can see the link trail just above the headline. In the body text, you can
click the links to code sections or other areas of the Research Corner.
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Menu: 4 Research Corner » Analysis and Explanation of California Taxes » Part 2: Income and Franchise Tax » Chapter 3:
Corporations » §23-200 Minimum franchise tax » 23-201 General rules for minimum franchise tax

ORP Search

Printer Friendly | Send To A Friend
California Taxletter

q23-201 General rules for minimum franchise tax

Analysis and
Explanation of

A a Note: For a discussion of the California corporate alternative minimum tax, sef 426-200
California Taxes

: Generally, all corporations incorporated, organized, qualified, or registered to do business in California must pay
Elder Client Planner an $800 minimum franchise tax each year until dissolved. The minimum franchise tax must be paid whether the
corporation is active, inactive, operates at a loss, or files a return for a short-period return.
Spedial Reports
There are two exceptions: The 15-days-or-fewer rule and the first-year-free rule.
California Elections

15.days-or-fewer rule
FIB Interest Rates

3 Under R&T @ corporation is not subject to the minimum franchise tax if it did not do business in
State Tax Directory e

California d eTaxable year, and the taxable year was 15 days or fewer.

State Tax Legislation For a portion of a month to be disregarded under this rule for a new corporation, its Articles of Incorporation
would have to be filed no sooner than a certain day depending on the length of the month:
Selected Court Cases

« A 28-day month: on the 15th day or after;
FTB + A 20-day month: on the 16th day or after;
+ A 30-day manth: on the 16th day or after; or
BOE « A 31-day month: on the 17th day or after.
EefsiEiig .?hcucarggr:igutdo- the FTB, 2 corporation that qualifies under R&Tmot required to file a tax return for the
EDD

‘First-year-free” rule

A corporation is exempt from the minimum franchise tax for its first year, which is paid as the first estimated tax
payment. However, the carporation must make estimated tax payments based on the first year's income. For

example, a corporation that formed in 2012 and had net /tBmesp &880 for the 2012 taxable year must pay
franchise tax at 8.84% (1.5% for S corporations). (R&TC {% @

Tha minimim franchica tay fargivanacs rula drss nnt annbs #ae

When you click one of the links in the body, that item opens in a new window so you don’t lose your place. Note that
the link trail has changed, to reflect the section of the Research Corner you’re currently viewing.
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At the top right corner of each page, you’ll find links for a printer-friendly page and the ability to send to a friend.
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Using the search

There are three ways to search. You can type your query into the box at the top right of any page for a simple search.
For a filtered search, you can click the word “Research” in the white menu or click “ORP Search” in the left column of
any Research Corner page.
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Note that this search returned 1,223 items. You can use the “Search Within” link to narrow the results.
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estimated tax payment m | Start Over

Search Results: estimated tax payment U Show Only Subscribed @ Display Text Around Search

All Results (1223) . §
N FTB uses mortgage interest to catch non-filers
Bt [Source: California Taxstter «04/01/2014]
Hot News and Notes
... estimate, based on industry standards, the amount of income an individual would need to
(2) ualify for a mortgage. Several recent tax ... estimate income. A taxpayer claimed that while he
T e ) id make mortgage payments, it was actually his children making the payments ...

California Taxletter (103) The California Competes Tax Credit
Analysis and Explanation [Source: California Taxetter «04/01/2014]
of California Taxes ... number) Disclosure of whether payments to consultant ... Estimated amount of investment;
Estimated number of jobs created or retained; Amount of tax credit allocated; and If applicable,
(34) the amount of tax credit recaptured. Franchise Tax Board The Franchise Tax ...
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You can click on a Research Corner section in the left column of search results to only see the results from that section.
This example shows the California Taxletter results.

Research Corner » ORP Search

estimated tax payment & withholding

Search Results: estimated tax payment &

withholding

All Results (414)
é California Taxletter (42)
Analysis and Explanation
of California Taxes
1
Special Reports (8)
California Elections (1)
State Tax Legislation (8)
Selected Court Cases (3)
FTB
Income Franchise Tax
Code 2013 (6)
Income and Franchise
Tax Regulations (1)

Income and Franchise

m | Start Over

+ Search Within

¥ Display Text Around Search

Total Results (414) > California Taxletter (42)

yFTB Account will be adding update
: California Taxetter «11/01/2013

... by tax year View tax year ledger from Total Tax Liability through all subsequent Debit and
Credit items for the tax year View list of applied payments with the date, type, tax year, and
amount View estimateé tax payments and transfers View state information from Forms W-2:
Total wage and withholding Er each ...

FTB won't follow the IRS's first time abatement of penalties
[Source: California Taxetter =09/01/2013)

... what efforts she made to estimate or determine her tax liability, or that ... under the Voluntary
Compliance Program for Withholding Agents4 without legislation to grant the ... with installment
payments. The FTA relief only applies 1o a single tax period for a ...

FTB’s voluntary compliance program for withholding agents begins
[Source: California Taxletter +08/01/2013]

... Withholding agents who are interested in participating should submit an application that
includes an estimate of the amount of withholding due for each calendar year covered by the
program, along with a payment ...

Clicking on the first article above shows the following screen. 1=printer-friendly, 2=bookmark, 3=send to a friend, 4=view
full screen. The printer and send features work as described above. If you click to view the original page, you’ll leave the

search results.
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Search Resultg ectimated tax payment &
withholding

California Taxletter

MyFTB Account will be

adding updates —
(11/01/2013)

FTB won't follow the
IRS’s first time
abatement of
penalties —
(09/01/2013)

FTB’s voluntary

m | Start Over

+ Search Within

View Previous | View Next

MyFTB
Friday, November 01, 2013

Account will be adding updates

The FTB has announced numerous updates and enhancements to MyFTB Account that
they plan to roll out over the coming years (see timeline below). In 2014, taxpayers who
have received a notice from the FTB will be able to view it in their MyFTB Account.
Preparers with a POA will be able to view those alerts and notices. Coming in 2015, the
FTB expects to accept an NPA Protest online.

POA needed

Currently, to view client information on the client’s MyFTB Account, you must first get the
client’s permission using one of the following:



Clicking the bookmark button allows you to leave a short note about the item before saving it.

Add Bookmark/Note
Article: MyFTB Account will be adding updates
Add A Note

Here's the info my client was asking about.

‘ Save Bookmark/Note ' Remove Bookmark

You can access previously saved bookmarks at the bottom of the left column of the search results.
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cutler

Search Results: cutler

All Results (30)
News
Hot News and Notes
@

Tax elerts (2)
California Taxletter (14)
Analysis and Explanation

of California Taxes (2)
State Tax Legislation (1)
Selected Court Cases (2)
FTB

Income Franchise Tax

Code 2013 (1)

Income and Franchise

Tax Appeals (2)
FTB Motices (1)
BOE

BOE Publications (1)
EDD

Ul Appeals Board (1)

Recently Viewed

| Start Over

+ Search Within

[ Show Only Subscribed @ Display Text Around Search

q21-426 Exdusion for sale of small-business stock
[Source: Analysis and Explanation of California Taxes «02/12/2014]

... bill also modifies the California 80% property and payroll requirements, which were deemed
unconstitutional in Cutler. However, the entity must have met the 80% California payroll
reguirement at the time of ... assessed tax on the 2008 return based on the Cutler decision: The
FT8 assessed tax on the 2008 return prior to the Cutler decision, because they determined the
business activity requirement was ...

421-414 Rollover of gain on small-business stock
[Source: Analysis and Explanation of California Taxes +02/12/2014]

... payroll requirements of R&TC 18152.5, the small business stock exclusion, are unconstitutional.
(Cutler v. Franchise Tax Board {August 28, 2012) Cal.App.2d. Case No. B233773) The results ...

AB 1412
[Source: State Tax Legislation +12/31/2013]

... ) The bill also modifies the California property and payroll requirements, which were deemed
unconstitutional in Cutler v. Franchise Tax Board (August 28, 2012) Cal.App.2d. Case No.
B233773. The law ... a qualified federal small business stock exclusion from automatically
claiming the exclusion for Californiz. The Cutler case In August 2012, a California Court of Appeal
held that the property and payrall ...

Small business stock benefits gone for Californians after 2012
[Source: California Taxdetter +11/01/2013]

... The bill also modifies the California pmperg and payroll requirements, which were deemed
unconstitutional in Cutler. The law: Requires the FTB to provide a payment plan of no more than
five ... assessed tax on the 2008 return based on the Cutler decision; The FTB assessed tax on the
2008 return prior to the Cutler decision, because they determined the business activity
requirement was ..

#2013-20 : Governor signs Cutler bills
[Source: News, Tax elerts »10/04/2013]

... nat only reinstates the exclusion on the gain of small business stock deemed unconstitutional in
I;L:iﬂeri but it also generally allows taxpayers who claimed the small business exclusion on the
ederal ...



When using the filtered search, you can select/unselect all and then only search the sections you’re interested in.
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Select Sources ( U Select/Unselect All ) *Select code year to search

& Products & BOE
U Live Seminars Sales and Use Tax Code* | 2013 4
L Webinars .
i LJ Sales and Use Tax Regulations
L Self Study )
£ HE [J sales and Use Tax Annotations
O Publications o
. [l BOE Publications
Ll MNews
— [J BOE Memoranda
L) Hot Mews and Notes
i ] BOE Manuals
[ Tax elerts

" O eop
J Message Board

= : [J Unemployment Insurance Code*
LJ Special Research Data —p_2013 j

= L 4

=g California Iaclattar

¥ Analysis and Explanation of CE@ 8 Ul Regulations
- Laxes O EDD Manuals
Ifl Special Reports O EDD Publications
L) California Elections O Ul Appeals Board
O FTB Interest Rates B Estate Tax

[J Estate Tax Code* | 2013 v

[J Estate Tax Regulations

[J california Probate Code* | 2013 +
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In this example, the filtered search only returns 10 results. The unfiltered search returns 50+ results.

Research Corner » ORP Search

same-sex marriage m | Start Over

+ Search Within

Search Results: same-sex marriage [J Show Only Subscribed # Display Text Around Search

All Results (10)
Analysis and Explanation
of California Taxes (3
) ... marital status; Whether the taxF_ayer experienced spousal abuse during the marriage; Whether
i

State Tax Legislation (7) the taxpayer had a reasonable belief at the time ... , 1o avoid any unplanned contacts. RDPs
California treats RDPs or same-sex married couples the same as married ...

q28-414 Innocent spouse relief
[Source: Analysis and Explanation of California Taxes «02/13/2014]

Recently Viewed

Bookmarks q22-503 RDPs from other states
[Source: Analysis and Explanation of California Taxes «02/12/2014]

... 25 marriages appear 10 be excluded from the substantially eguivalent test. Family Code 308
orovides that. notwithstanding anv other orovision of law: A marriage between twa persons of the

News (Hot News and Notes, Flash e-mail)

These items can now be accessed under the “News” menu.
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